Workers
restoring
blocked

creeks
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CREEK — The concrete ditch,
its lifeless banks marred with
gang graffiti, isn't much to look
at, Overhead are railroad
bridges and the noise of freight
trains, Nearby is a muddy auto-
mobile wreoking yard.

Omly a few stray shrubs have
sprouted  at the cement-block
edges of the channel.

But Bay Area creck restora-

515 see a different future for
e area, The 800-foot section of
Wildeat Creek in north Rich-
mond wasn't always this way —
and it can be broughl back to
life with a little help, they say.

On Thursday, workers with
shovels and picks began re-
moving the last barriers on the
cresk that prevent steelhead
trout from freely moving from
the San Francisco Bay lo his-
toric spawming grounds in the
canyons of the Richmond/Ber-
keley hills. The group began dis-
mantling a poorly designed [ish
ladder In the cemented portion
of the creek and digging a
trench o provide eno depth
for fish to migrate, The ladder,
installed two years ago, had be-
come cloged with debris.

When the work is finished in
a few days, steelhead will be
free to spawn in creek sections
downstream from  Tilden Re-
ﬁ‘lunﬂl Park's Lake Anza for the

rst tme in nearly a century.

“What we're ying to do is
reereate what was here before.”
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East Bay Conservation Corps clear debris from a “fish ladder” in a channel of Wildcat Creek in
Richmond, where they will dig a trench to help steelhead trout get through.

saild Ann L. Riley, executive di-
rector of the Waterways Resto-
ration Institute, which teamed
up with the East Bay Conserva-
tion Corps to do the work.

The creek is one ol scores
around the Bay Area paved or
shoved into underground tun-
nels! decades ago. Today, those
crecks are being rediscovered.

“To think thal steelhead can
spawn i an urban area lke this
is amazing." sald Joanne
Lennon, the corps’ executive di-
rector. “There’s still a lot of
work to be done, but great im-
petus to do it.”

Citizens' groups have been
particularly active In the Easi
Bay. San Leandro Creek In San
Leandro. Strawberry Creck in
Berkeley, Alameda Creek in Fre-
mont and Sausal Creek in Oak-
land have been
aggressive community In-
terest — and ambidous resto-
ration projects. A steelhead
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found in Alameda
Creek in Fremon! last month,

Irout was

Last summers lsting of the
steelhead in the Bay Area as a
threatened species bolstered the
movement, as restoration of tra-
ditional spawning grounds is
considered crilical to bringing
back the fish. The steelhead run
in the Bay Area has plummeted
from an estimated high of 94.-
000 in earlier years to aboul 9 -
400 today.

Steelhead still can be found
in creek sections throughout the

Statf
East Bay hills, but they are
landlocked by dams. flood con-
trol structures and log jams,

"We're staged for a come-
back,” said Pete Alexander. a
marine biologist for the East
Bay Reglonal Park District,

The effort to restore Wildcat
Creek began 15 years ago when
conservationists, residents in
the Richmond fatlands and
farmers in rural Contra Costa
County upstream became con-
cerned that the creek might
some day be lost (o pavement.



